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Policy analysis paper

Towards Effective National Policies to Enhance Youth Participation
in the Palestinian Elections

Summary

The policy paper discusses Palestinian youth participation in decision-making
through the elections and how the Palestinian division and its cumulative
repercussions weakened youth community and decision-making participation.
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics data showed that, in 2018, the
percentage of youth holding decision-making positions did not exceed 1.0% in
the West Bank, and 0.4% in the Gaza Strip, despite government plans and
community initiatives aiming at improving youth participation. Therefore, this
paper explores practical alternatives and policies to enhance youth
participation in decision-making through general and local elections and
discusses solutions to enhance youth access to decision-making positions
despite the division.

The paper proposes a set of alternatives that would, in light of the current
circumstances, enhance youths’ political participation. Official and unofficial
institutions have long spoken and called for enhancing youth political
participation, but they have not found an effective way to do so. This requires
all governmental and non-governmental bodies to draw up policies and
interventions that encourage youth participation in community and civic life,
promote the freedom of opinion and expression, and work to hold periodic
elections in all facilities and institutions to pave the way for youth participation
in decision-making and elections. Accordingly, the paper proposes a set of
policies that can be implemented based on the data of the Palestinian reality
through the following two alternatives.

First: Agreeing on youth representation in elections and decision-making
positions: The issue of youth participation remains largely neglected. Several
governments have been agreed upon, and yet none had youth representation.
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The same applies to senior public positions, which requires political will to
integrate youth.

Youth political participation will not be achieved except by a political decision
that designates a special quota for youth, albeit in a temporary transitional
way. Until the elections are held, a political decision must be made to include
youth in appointments at all levels.

Second: Building young leaders with a political upbringing that invests in
social capital: The continuation of the division despite meetings and
agreements to end it has caused cumulative repercussions on the Palestinian
society that are difficult to address at once. They can only be addressed
through investing in social capital and addressing youth issues from their
childhood. The paper proposes building young leaders in two stages:

— Education: Official institutions, especially the Ministry of Education, must
reform the educational system to address participation and expression
among students of both sexes, whether through education and
awareness, or by practice in schools and universities through the student
parliament and student council elections.

— Local and general elections: Palestinian factions and parties are the
compass that supports youth access to decision-making positions and the
are most organized and able to hold elections. In this sense, parties
should support youth participation in two directions.

e Working to hold elections regularly. If factions do not agree on
holding the elections whether trade union, local, or general, they
will remain suspended.

e Including youth in party lists, or in party consensus.
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