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Palestinian elections absence repercussions on youth in the Gaza Strip

Civil society organizations have long called for strengthening the political and social

participation of youth in Palestine, especially through elections, whether they were public or

local elections. Several research papers have tried to discuss the repercussions of the absence

of elections on youth, but real movement on the ground remains lacking.

Given the deepening repercussions of the ongoing division and the unilaterally enforced

policies and procedures by the authorities in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, and despite

there is an interest in improving youths’ participation politically and economically at the level

of government plans, programs, strategies, and media statements, the situation of youth has not

been improved yet.

This requires examining and analyzing the repercussions of the absence of the elections on

Palestinian youth, especially after the setback they suffered due to the postponement of the

general elections in 2021, and the subsequent reluctance of youth to participate in politics, even

in public debate.

The repercussions of the absence of elections and the continuation of the division on the

youth in the Gaza Strip

1. Political repercussions: Perhaps the most prominent political repercussion is the weak
participation in decision-making. The percentage of youth participation in decision-making
is almost non-existent. Youth working in decision-making circles does not exceed 1%,
based on the statistics of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in 2018. The
percentage of youth working in senior management did not exceed 1.0% in the West Bank,
and 0.4% in the Gaza Strip, data showed.

As aresult of the absence of periodic elections in Palestine in general, student and syndicate
elections were also disrupted. Student council elections are young people’s first opportunity
to participate in elections but are not held periodically in all universities in the West Bank.
Meanwhile, student elections in the Gaza Strip are completely absent.

2. Economic repercussions: According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, the
percentage of youth outside the labor market reached 53% in 2020—43% in the West Bank
and 67% in the Gaza Strip. The rate was higher among females than among males at 68%
and 38%, respectively.

Unemployment rate among young people (19-29 years old) and graduates holding an
intermediate diploma or a higher degree was about 48%, 27% in the West Bank compared
to 75% in the Gaza Strip.

3. Social repercussions: The division and the absence of periodic elections have left an

impact on the Palestinian society with all its groups and components, and the groups most
affected were young people of both sexes:

12



Young people feel that the aspirations they hope for in university fade as soon as they
graduate.

Youths are the Palestinian capital and the future leaders of the Palestinian society, bearing
the burden of society’s development and progress in various fields. They are the most
influential segment of society but are affected by the division, which affected the economic
development and political modernization, and consequently youths’ values and attitudes.

In an opinion poll on youth migration and the Palestinian division conducted by the Center
for Studies and Measurement of Public Opinion at Al-Agsa University between 2 - 13
September 2021 in the governorates of the Gaza Strip, 55.7% of the respondents said they
would leave the country if they had the chance.

Cultural repercussions: As a result of the political division, hate speech escalated in
Palestinian society. The culture of conflict prevailed instead of diversity and competition
through the ballot box. The prevailing political circumstances affected the Palestinian
society and weakened the established traditions of democracy in official and non-official
institutions.

Legal repercussions: As a result of the ongoing division and the absence of the Legislative
Council, there are two aspects of legal repercussions:

The modernization of laws related to youth and elections, such as lowering the candidacy
age, has been disrupted.

The issuance of laws related to girls and women, such as the Family Protection from
Violence Law, are slow.

13
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